Chapter IV
EXPANSION
" The * Saints' of Christ, His * holy nation/ fight here on earth, not with loud
clamour or great display, but in quiet and stillness. Their wrestling is not against
men, but against sin; they seek the pearl of great price and the hidden treasure.
They ... go their inconspicuous way of duty, and cannot marvel enough that the
great and holy God should he with them also."l
NOT for long could Mother Barat remain in Atniens to
watch over the development of the school; for as early
as 1804 calls were made upon her from many quarters,
and when at last Father Varin urged her to accept the one
that came from Grenoble, she set out for that city on a long
wintry journey.
Philippine Duchesne, the daughter of a prominent
citizen, had been a Visitation novice when the French
Revolution broke out. Anxious now to place at Mother
Barat's disposal herself, her monastery, and a few like-
minded companions, she awaited her coming with ardent
longing. But before relating the meeting of these two
women so fitted to understand each other we may be
permitted to look out, with Mother Barat's eyes, upon the
country through which she had to travel, and to look down
the years that lay before her.
Reconstruction was taking place all over France, and
everywhere the Fathers of the Faith were doing pioneer
worL At Beauvais, Abbeville, St.-Valery-sur-Somme, at
Lyons, Belley, Roanne, Tours, Poitiers, and Bordeaux, they
were giving missions. Fathers Varin, Thomas, Lambert,
Gloriot, Enfantin, Barat, Roger, were preaching and
founding good works. There were colleges at Marvejols,
Bazas, and Belley, as well as near Lyons and Poitiers.2 The
1 Tbf Spirit of Catholicism, Karl Adam, p. 99.
* See Htstoire & la Vhi. Mbe Barat, voL i, p. 134, Baunar<i
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